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It was everything he'd ever dreamed of, everything he'd ever longed for, besides
maybe pinching James Potter's girlfriend/wife Lily Evans, of course. Not that he had
liked herin the First place, far from it, but it would have definitely been fun seeing the
Golden Gryffindor Boy bawling over his lost love - Ha!

'Ha, indeed!" The tiny little voice in Severus Snape's head drawled. 'As if that would've
ever happened!

The Potions Master sneered at no one in particular as he made his way towards the
Great Hall, frightening a poor bunch of first year Hufflepuffs. Menacingly billowing
robes rushed over the floor occupying something that looked like an overgrown bat
snapping at every unfortunate creature which came in a range nearer than 1.5 meters.
Snape was undeniably having a good day, even though he hadn't taken any points
from Gryffindor yet; then it would have been a fabulous day. But as the little word
'vet' implied, the day was still young and there were plenty of opportunities.

As always, when Snape made his appearance in the Great Hall everyone went stock-
silent. Some bets were still running where he'd learned his dramatic entrance - as an
actor of Shakespeare plays perhaps? Then again, maybe not, as Shakespeare was
known to have been a muggle.

In any case, Snape couldn't care less what people thought of him. With his trademark
scowl plastered firmly on his face he stalked over to the teacher's table where almost
everyone of the staff was already seated - short of only one Albus Dumbledore.
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The corners of Severus' mouth threatened to turn upwards into a superior smirk, but
he contained himself just in time as he reached his destination and stood behind his
usual place. Beside him was the empty stool of the headmaster and the next occupied
was Minerva McGonnagall's.

The Transfigurations Teacher was frowning slightly at the Potions Master; almost as if
wanting to question what his unusual behaviour meant and why he was too late. It
seemed she also wanted to know where the headmaster was and why she couldn't eat
yet. Snape was quite good at reading one's facial expressions, so it was a rather easy
task to read even Minerva McGonagall's.

Turning towards the students' tables, the Potions Master roared an impatient
"SILENCE!"" It was quite unnecessary, due to the fact that everyone had fallen silent
even before Snape shattered 2/3 of the pumpkin juice-filled glasses. Satisfied that the
students' undivided attention rested upon himself, Snape cleared his throat
importantly and fought against the grin that wanted to graze his thin lips.

"Severus!" McGonnagal snapped impatiently at her colleague. "Come to the point
already."

"Yeah!" Remus cried approvingly. "We're starving here!"

Stifling a chuckle, Snape shook his head. "Why, impatient, aren't we? | was just getting
to the point ..." Oh, wonderful day once in a lifetime! "I was just about to announce
that the Headmaster will be absent for about a month. He left Hogwarts due to a very
serious-"

"What does Sirius have to do with it?" Ron chipped in, shouting through the whole hall
before Harry or, better yet, Hermione could stop him.

"Twenty points from Gryffindor for this incredibly unimaginative pun." Snape growled
towards the redhead, letting his words be accompanied by one of his more
frightening glares which he reserved for the gibberish ranting, young, forlorn, faking,
incredible naughty, dull, overall rebellious students. Or in short: Gryffindors.

"But | didn't ha-" The rest of Ron's protest was muffled due to Hermione and Harry's
combined hands covering the hot blooded boy's mouth.

"And twenty points from Gryffindor for interrupting me - twice!" Ah yes, now it was
truly a fabulous day. 40 points in less than four seconds. That had to be a new record.
"Ron! Behave!" Hermione hissed into her friend's ear. Forty points were definitely
enough for one breakfast, and she was grateful that Snape hadn't taken more points
for something as ridiculous as 'trying to suffocate Mr. Weasley'. Yeah, as if he would
care anyway. If it had been 'trying to suffocate Mr. Potter', he would have probably
GIVEN points Gryffindor for once, who knew?

Minerva shot an angry glare towards Severus for taking mostly undeserved points
from her house, but decided against scolding him. She wanted to know where the
headmaster was, and, most of all, why he hadn't informed her himself, considering
their new, more intimate, relationship.

"As | was saying before | was so rudely interrupted by some immature individual"
Snape began anew, sending a scathing glare towards Ron, who turned different
shades of angry reds but didn't say anything more. "Headmaster Dumbledore left
Hogwarts to attend an immensely important meeting and won't return until next
month. As to who the headmaster had the most confidence in, enough to transfer the
responsibility of running Hogwarts for the aforementioned time, | have to say that he
chose, after considering every aspect worth considering, very wisely. To cut it short: |
am in charge of the position until our beloved headmaster returns to us."
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Next time: Snape begins his reign of angst and terror *haha* and we find out where
Dumbledore went.
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